AFTER  MOTHER  INDIA

goddess of destruction, and who invariably gave some
share of the spoils to her. The initiated always re-
garded their victims as sacrifices to Kali, upon whose
protection they relied with unquestioning faith.1

Through the unremitting vigilance of Lord William
Bentinck's officers, and especially that of Sir William
Sleeman, K.C.B., otherwise known as Thuggee Slee-
man,' the confederacy was practically annihilated by

Now we come to the less successful attempts of the
Government to wipe out ancient evil customs embedded
in the religious concepts of the Hindu peoples. The
first of these is infanticide. In the crusade against this
practice, such names as those of Jonathan Duncan and
Major Walker3 stood out at the end of the eighteenth
century. Always a stubborn crime to check because of
the extreme difficulty of detection, the Government's
efforts have been only partially fruitful, even up to the
present day. The latest census presents a table show-
ing the sex ratio of groups with and without a tradition
of female infanticide. Thus we read, of the Punjab in
1921, that castes having the tradition averaged 794
females for every 1,000 males, while the rate of females
to males among those castes not traditionally addicted
to infanticide was as 869 to every 1,000. Similarly, in
the United Provinces, the castes without the tradition
average 924 females per 1,000 males, while those with
the tradition of killing girl babies report only 809 girls

1 Encyclopaedia Britannica, eleventh edition, Vol. XXVI, p. 896.
See also Vol. XV, p. 641.

2 The Oxford History of India, Vincent A. Smith, C.I.E. ; Clar-
endon Press, Oxford, 1923, pp. 666-668.

8 Encyclopedia Britannica, eleventh edition, Vol. XIV, p. 517*
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